BRITISH  EMPIRE  IN  ASIA
at the muzzle, and with merely an iron chisel he drives through this a perfectly true bore one-third of an inch in diameter. The weapon has a range of about seventy yards and the accuracy of a rifle. A short spear is lashed bayonet-wise to the end to provide a defensive weapon. Wooden shields are used by almost all the tribes.
Before attacking, favourable omens must be obtained, and men are told off for this work. When, in the early morning, the attacking party has quietly surrounded a village, bundles of dry wood shavings are ignited under the houses among the boats and timbers. Then ensues a scene of wild confusion.
The calm stiUness of the tropical dawn is broken by the deep war-chorus of the attacking party, the crackling of the fires, and by the shouts and screams of the people of the house suddenly roused from sleep.
A war-party, returning home in its boats, makes no secret of its success. As the villagers come out to gaze at the passing boats those who have taken heads stand up while the others paddle the boat. The heads, slightly dried by smoke, are placed in the stern of the boat.
One plausible view of the origin of head-taking is that it arose out of the custom of slaying slaves on the death of a chief, in order that they might
PREVENTIVE   MEASURES   IN    BORNEO   AGAINST   EPIDEMIC   DISEASE
One of the minor deities recognized by the Kenyahs affords protection against sickness and attack.
Images of him, not precisely idols, are placed at the principal landing-place in front of a village to
ward off infection should an epidemic break out elsewhere in the district
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